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Dear All 

 

As we move into Advent it is lovely to see the activities that accompany this time of year. The Christmas Fair on  
Sunday was a great success and the PTA did an amazing job. Thank you to them for all their hard work and giving 
up a huge amount of time  - we are so grateful. Thank you also to the families who attended to support the event! 

 

Our Year 5 and 6 girls took part in a football tournament at Royal Holloway University yesterday. They were so    
enthusiastic and reached the quarter finals - they are really growing as a team. 

 

The Year 1 and 2 children had a special treat today as they were invited to the Travelling Crib at St Anne's in Chert-
sey. The children were so excited (even just getting on the coach!!) and had a lovely experience looking at the   
journey that Mary and Joseph made to Bethlehem.  

 

As we are now part of the Xavier Catholic Trust, we celebrate St Francis Xavier's Feast day on Monday. The children 
will not be in school on Monday and will be learning more next week about St Francis Xavier who was called to 
serve in faith and action. 

 

Surrey County Council asks as to regularly draw attention to the new guidance from the government regarding 
attendance and penalty notices (see next page but also our website). Please also note, on the last day of term we 
will be finishing at 1.15pm after lunch and registration, this day is therefore counted as a full day of attendance/
absence.  

 

Miss Constable will be leaving us shortly to have her baby. We are all very excited for her and wish her well on the 
exciting journey starting her family. Hopefully she will visit with her bundle of joy in the new year!  

 

I am sad to announce that we are going to be losing two of the lovely ladies from our office at the end of term. Mrs 
Missen and Mrs Turner are pursuing new adventures and we will really miss them. I am enormously grateful to 
both of these ladies for guiding and supporting me through my time at St Cuthbert's - I really could not have man-
aged without them over the past few years. We all wish them the very best for the future! 

 

In this first week of Advent, as we anticipate the coming of Jesus and the beginning of the Year of Jubilee with the 
opening of the Holy Door, children will invite Jesus to open their minds. With minds open to welcome Jesus into 
our lives and be like Jesus to those we meet, we can learn how to respond to difficulties with strength and courage. 

 

'Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads,          
because your redemption is drawing near.' (Luke 21:28) 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 
Mrs A Rainbow 

 

“We are a Catholic community, living and learning in faith. Through the Gospel values of faith, hope, trust and love,  
we aim to recognise individuality and enable each other to fulfil our potential”  

https://www.stcuthberts.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Attendance&pid=42&action=saved


Absence requests during term time  
 

If you consider that there are exceptional circumstances relating to your request, please let the school have full details. 

Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis.  

 

Penalty Notices to Address Poor Attendance at School 
A Penalty Notice may be issued as an alternative to the prosecution of a parent/carer for their child’s unauthorised ab-

sence from school (absence without the agreement of the school or not covered by a medical note) and will be used by 

Surrey County Council in the following circumstances :- 

1. Pupils identified by police and Attendance Advice Officers (formerly Education Welfare Officers) engaged on Truancy 
Patrols and who have incurred unauthorised absences.  

2. Leave of absence in term time (5 days or 10 sessions or more).  

• Please be aware that The Education (Pupil Registration)(England)(Amendment)  Regulations 2013, which became law 
on 01 September 2013 state that Headteachers may  not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are 
exceptional circumstances.  

• The Headteacher is also required to determine the number of school days a child can be away from school if leave is 
granted. 

• In such cases the Headteacher/Governing Body must decide whether there are exceptional circumstances. They may 

request that Surrey County Council issue Penalty Notices when the absence is not authorised.  

 

Warnings will not be given where it can be shown that parents have been notified that such absences will not be author-

ised. 

3. Finally, the issuing of a Penalty Notice will also be considered where it is judged that a parent is failing to ensure their 

child's regular school attendance.  

This will be considered when a pupil has incurred 10 or more unauthorised sessions in the previous 10 school weeks, 

which may include a pupil arriving late after close of registration.  

If you believe at any stage that your child’s absence from school may leave you liable to receive a Penalty Notice, it is 

extremely important that you act without delay to secure their regular attendance.   

If you have any questions or require further support to achieve an improvement in your child’s attendance, please con-

tact your child’s school or the Attendance Advice Officer.  

 

Amount Payable for a Penalty Notice and Consequences for repeat uauthorised absences 
1. If you have not incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children in a rolling 3 year period since 19 August 2024, then the pen-

alty notice will be charged at the rate of £160.00, per parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days. This will be reduced to £80.00 if 

paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County Council considering legal pro-

ceedings against you in the Magistrates Court. 

2. If you have incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children since 19 August 2024, the rolling 3 year period will be activated 

from the date of the first penalty notice and the second penalty notice will be charged at the flat rate of £160.00, per parent/carer per 

child, if paid within 28 days. There will be no reduction for payment within 21 days. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in Sur-

rey County Council considering legal proceedings against you in the Magistrates Court. 

3. If you have incurred 2 penalty notices relating to this child/children in the rolling 3 year period since the first penalty 

notice was issued, then you will NOT receive a third penalty notice – Surrey County Council will have no option but to 

consider a prosecution, per parent/carer per child, in the Magistrates Court under s 444 Education Act 1996. 

Surrey County Council is not responsible for authorising pupil absence and therefore cannot withdraw any Penalty No-

tice requests without the written permission of the Headteacher. 

 



The Week That Was 

Year R:  
This week Reception have been learning about the Shepherd's in the Nativity story. We learnt that God wanted everyone to 
know, that Jesus was a king for all and that everyone could be part of his story. We made sheep with wool, to help us remem-
ber how important the shepherd's were in the story and made beautiful stars to celebrate the star that led the way to Jesus in 
the stable. In literacy we have been reading Kipper's birthday and have spent the week using our Fred talk to write birthday 
cards and lists of presents. We designed birthday cupcakes and decorated balloons. We even designed our own party outfits! 
In maths we have been learning about the numbers 4 and 5. We have been practising our subitising, recognising the amounts 
and representing the amounts in different ways. On Friday we celebrated our class birthday party with lots of dancing and 
party games! 

 

Year 1:  
Year 1 have had a very exciting week. We started off with our RE learning by discussed the importance of Mary and how 
Christians all over the world honour her. The children investigated portrayals of Mary from different parts of the world. In 
Geography, the children partook in a treasure hunt. To do this, they had to read a map of the school ground, orient them-
selves within it and find the clues planted all around the school! In Science this week, we were investigating liquids. The chil-
dren examined a range of liquids, from fairy liquid to custard! They had to group them based on properties they determined 
e.g. transparency and which ones we're not allowed to drink. We then discussed the consistency and what a thick/thin liquid 
is. We finished off by gradually mixing all the liquids together! Well done Year 1 for a fun-filled week.  
 

Year 2:  
This week in RE we have recapped our Y1 knowledge of the visitation and retold this using either diary entries or story boards. 
We have also looked more closely at the Magnificat and discussed the importance of this.  In History we looked at the events 
of the great fire of London, acted this out and ordered the events into our books. In maths we have begun to look at shape 
and their properties we have counted the sides and vertices on 2D shapes and used this knowledge to help us draw our own 
shapes.   
 

Year 3:  
Year 3 have been exploring how different types of magnets work in their Science lessons, predicting which classroom items are 
magnetic and non-magnetic. As greenhouse gases blanket our beautiful home, we have been writing about how these impact 
the Earth's climate in both Geography and our Writing. In RE, continuing our unit of understanding the importance of Baptism, we 
have also been discussing how our hearts are little kingdoms made for Jesus (in collective worship).  

 

Year 4:  

This week in DT, Year 4 have been making templates and persevering through cutting out fabric pieces for their book sleeves 
which they will soon sew together and complete with their own creative designs. They have also had fun doing practical work in 
Science, making circuits and learning about what is needed for electricity to create power. Speaking of power, Year 4 have also 
been powering through their autumn assessments, and we are so proud of them! 

 

Year 5:  
Year Five have been thinking more about David as a grown king and how he worships God through prayer, more specifically 
psalms. In Science, the children analysed their experiment results and drew graphs to show their findings. The class then went 
on to set up another experiment about evaporation. In Maths, learning has continued with Fractions - a tricky concept this 
week was working with mixed fractions and then finding equivalent fractions to match. Geography looked at the local area 
and changes that occur. Home learning is linked to this, this week.  

 

Year 6:  

Year 6 have looked at all the different names for Mary, the mother of God this week. We also looked at Luke's account of the 
Annunciation and linked it to scripture from the old testament. 

Our DT lessons are getting more exciting as some of us started cutting out our designs this week. It was also lovely to see that 
everyone completed their SPAG.com tests this week! Well done everyone! 

In Maths we are learning to multiply and divide fractions. The children have been really resilient during maths lessons this 
week. There were some lovely maths conversations during the Think together sections of our lessons and everyone has been 
trying really hard to complete their work on time. 



 

 

Fair Dojo Winners: 

F faith 

A appreciate and articulate 

I independence and initiative 

R respect and resilience 

Congratulations to this week’s winners:  

Cassie in EYFS has been very independent in her phonics lessons and reading her book fantastically 

This weeks dojo winner in year 1 is someone who is always independent and takes initiative with his maths 

work, well done Maxim!  

David in year 2 for showing resilience during all learning tasks this week.  

Year 3’s Isabella has been persevering through assessment week, by reading each question and checking her 

paper. 

Sarah-Ann has been consistently respectful and polite to adults and other children and therefore received the 

dojo in year 4 

Mia D in year 5 wins the dojo for being so conscientious about her learning by really thinking about the spell-

ings she is writing.   

In year 6, Oonagh has been showing our fair value of independence in all her learning. Thank you for listening 

carefully and taking part in lessons with enthusiasm, Oonagh. 

  

 
 



Diary Dates  

2nd December  Xavier Feast Day—School Closed 

3rd December  Exposition of the blessed sacrament (children only) 

4th December  Year 1—Local Area Walk 

4th December  6pm parent information zoom on Behaviour Policy  

5th and 6th     Reconciliation for years 4, 5 and 6 

9th December  Fire Safety talks for Years 2 and 5 

12th December  Year 5 parents—PGL information morning (details to come) 

17th December  KS2 Advent Rehearsal @ Church (details to come 

18th December  12noon Twelve15 Christmas Lunch 

20th December  School finishes at 1.15pm—NO after school club 

 

 

Wrap Around Care Bookings: 
  

As many of you will be aware, Miss Constable will soon be heading off on her maternity leave. Whilst Miss Con-
stable is away, Miss Elmer will be taking over the bookings for both breakfast and after school club, alongside the 

payments.   
  

Please continue to send all booking requests to the same email (wraparoundcare@stcuthberts.surrey.sch.uk) and 
Miss Elmer will respond to you as soon as she can.  

  
If you use childcare vouchers to pay for your wrap around care, please ensure Miss Elmer has the details of any 

payments you make so that your child’s Scopay account can be fully updated. 

Parent Information Zoom—Behaviour Policy 

On Wednesday 4th December at 6pm, Miss Duckham will be holding a short online presentation on 
the new Xavier behaviour policy and how it links with our St Cuthbert's FAIR values. The new behaviour 
policy is already on the school website, if you would like to read it.  

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/95261223934?pwd=Zx86yX5BhHNsqqkzmz6efhaXZRhzkR.1 

Meeting ID:  952 6122 3934 

Passcode:  v5B6ws 

mailto:wraparoundcare@stcuthberts.surrey.sch.uk


 

Emma Dawson (year 5 mum) is organising a St 
Cuthbert’s fundraiser, with all proceeds going to 

the school for essential IT upgrades 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 5th December @ 7:30 p.m. (45 minutes) 

Jurgen Centre 

£10 a ticket  

SumUp link: https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/QKLZKSN1 

 

 Thanks for supporting the St Cuthbert's fundraiser.  

 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fpay.sumup.com%2fb2c%2fQKLZKSN1&c=E,1,Idxkj_w_rS1zA6DJagUi89xkEQ4oPwe5oz_OJQIA-JxVme0RjXlWQ2ZXB13ecYGopMtU82QJORv9fyDt-YcrY7izPavb_s_JEXZthDQGZejRCVk82FtXH_CF6wA,&typo=1


 

St Cuthbert’s—Reverse Advent Calendar 

 

As we approach advent we have been discussing with the children about ways 
we can give back during this season.  

Throughout December we will be completing a reverse advent calendar where 
children can bring in one item to add to their class collection box.  

All donations to go to local food banks and charities.  



Some News from Core Judo 

 

Hello St Cuthberts School/Parents.  

 

We have some exciting results to share from the Core Judo Champion-
ships Competition on the Sunday just gone. We had over 130 Judoka 
competing, from various different schools around the area, throughout 
the course of day, and we just wanted to share some of the results and 
experiences from the day.  

 

The competitors were all placed into groups of 4 or 5, and had to fight 
everyone else in the group, in   order to earn their medals. Matches 
consisted of 2 minute fights, (with an extra minute golden score if still 
tied), and had to do their best to throw the opponent flat on the back 
or shoulders, or pin them down for 20 seconds to win.  

 

On the day, St Cuthberts school was represented by Coralina, Ethan and Noah. All fought very hard, 
showing great resilience, courage and strength during all the matches. I was very proud with them all 
and they can hold their heads high.  

Coralina had 3 matches, which she managed to win all of them by ippon, (maximum score). This earned 
her the Gold medal! Her fiery determination really made her stand out from her group, and she also 
managed to score a fantastic hip throw for one of her victories.  

 

Ethan and Noah both had difficult groups, but showed great resilience and managed to secure enough 
wins to each earn a bronze medal.  

 

Thank you for the parents, for bringing the kids to compete and supporting the event. It wouldn't be pos-
sible without your support. We will be hosting the next Core Championships in April 5th at ACS next.  

 

We hope that the positive results from the above mentioned, may spur more of the class to compete for 
the next one, as I would love to see as many representing the school as possible and supporting the 
team. We are also running a Judo camp at the Dojo car, from 30th-31st of December, If any of the chil-
dren would like more Judo in the meanwhile.  

 

Please feel free to email us, if you are interested. Thanks you for your time and all the best,  

 

Kind regards,  

 

Jack Barnes  

Core Judo Coaching 

mailto:%20georgie@corejudo.co.uk


 

Football Match Schedule 

Please see below information on boys league games which have been scheduled for 

the season (apart from one game). 

Further girls matches are confirmed for 30th January and 27th February and we hope 

to have all fixture dates in place by next newsletter. 










