
 Weekly Newsletter 

 St Cuthbert’s Catholic Primary School 

 Week ending  16th January 2026 

 

Dear All 

 

Some of the children have been busy writing letters and drawing pictures to send to members of our 
local community this coming week for 'Blue Monday' - when people can feel a little heavier (so re-
search suggests) at this time of year. This is a lovely way to give back to others and these contributions 
are always well received. 

 

We are also sending messages of congratulations to Bishop Richard who has been called to serve in 
the post of Archbishop of Westminster! I have spoken to the children about what a huge honour and 
responsibility this is, but that we will miss him hugely.  

 

Yesterday, Steve Williams, the author of 'Teachers vs Aliens' came to talk to the whole school. He was 
so inspirational, talking to the children about use of language and his process when writing. The 
presentation he gave was interactive and the children were so engaged! Steve stayed behind to sign 
books until almost the end of the school day as he didn't want any of the children to miss meeting 
him. 

 

Can I remind parents to label all of your children's belongings that come into school please, as we have 
a large number of unnamed items in lost property that we are unable to return to their owner. If you 
are missing anything please check the basket by the office. 

 

In this week’s Gospel, John the Baptist understands Jesus’ true identity. With the help of the Holy Spir-
it we too can recognise Jesus as God and be witnesses for Him in the world. 

 

'I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.' 

John 1:34 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mrs Rainbow 

 

 

We are a Catholic community, living and learning in faith. Through the Gospel values of faith, hope, trust and love,  

we aim to recognise individuality and enable each other to fulfil our potential”  



 

 

Fair Dojo Winners: 

 

       F faith 

       A appreciate and articulate 

       I independence and initiative 

       R respect and resilience 

 

 

Joey S in Reception for being so articulate in our phonics lessons.  

 

Cassie in Year 1 for showing independence when coming in calmly every day this week, ready to 

start her learning.   

 

Jessica in Year 2  for being very respectful in both the playground and classroom helping friends un-

derstand their emotions.   

 

Chloe in Year 3 for working well in a group, making sure everyone's involved and articulating her ide-

as coherently in class.  

 

Oliver in Year 4  for settling in with confidence and a brilliant attitude to learning.   

 

Eloise in Year 5 for being independent in all her learning and showing great initiative. Well done 

Eloise!   

 

Lauren in Year 6  for being very resilient in our Science lesson this week.  



The Week That Was—KS1 

 

Year R: This week Reception have been continuing their learning about the visit the three wise men 

made to see Jesus in the stable. We thought about the gifts that we would give to Jesus and talked 
about the kind things we could do for each other to be a good friend, just like Jesus. We have also 
been reading the story "Goldilocks and the Three Bears".  We retold the story using actions and had to 
freeze frame and show how each of the characters were feeling at different parts of the story. We 
learnt some new, exciting words from the story and then tried to use them during the day with our 
friends. Our new words this week are 'cosy, creep, peek, slurp, sip, magnificent, shriek and dash'.   

 

Year 1: Year 1 have had a busy and very productive week. In RE, we have been learning about Jesus' 

"hidden life". We discussed and drew pictures of Jesus as a child, a time we don't know much about. In 
Maths, we have been focusing on numbers to 20. The children have started their journey with place 
value, and we have been learning about tens and ones. In English, we are writing instructions. The chil-
dren have been developing their skills with a guided write, in preparation for their big independent 
write next week. Well done, Year 1! 

 

Year 2: Year 2 have been focusing on John the Baptist and how he baptized Jesus. We have looked at 

artwork and wondered how he felt to be the one chosen to do that. They have also looked at how the 
Holy Spirit was present and what that would have looked like. In Maths we have been looking at how 
to make pounds from pence which the children have done so well at. In English we have been re-
writing our adventure story to make it more of our own as a class which they have loved and come up 
with so many creative ideas. We have also loved looking at where animals habitats might be and why 
they might be in certain areas and not others. They have worked so hard this week and it has been an-
other great week! Well done 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Week That Was—KS2 

 

Year 3: Year 3 have had a wonderfully enriching week of learning, and we’ve enjoyed exploring a 

wide range of ideas together. In RE, we reflected on the Gospel according to St Matthew 9:1–8, using 
the story of the paralytic man to deepen our understanding of faith, perseverance and the belief that 
God loves us all equally. In Science, we investigated the three main animal diets—herbivores, omni-
vores and carnivores—and researched how these diets influence animals’ lifestyles and the ways we 
care for them. Our Geography lessons led us to compare atlases and globes, discussing how each helps 
us learn about the world, before identifying countries and continents above and below the equator. In 
Maths, we challenged ourselves with the expanded written method for multiplication and applied our 
skills to a range of problem‑solving calculations. In our RSE & Citizenship sessions focused on emotion-
al wellbeing, exploring how our feelings can influence our actions and discussing healthy strategies for 
regulating emotions and identifying trusted people we can talk to when we need support. 

 

Year 4: This week in RE, the children began exploring how the Gospels help us understand who Jesus 

is, opening up thoughtful discussions about his life and teachings. In Computing, they put their coding 
skills to the test by giving precise instructions to move a turtle forwards, backwards, left and right, as 
well as using pen up and pen down to create simple digital drawings. 

English lessons were full of creativity as the class worked together to plan, box up and write a play 
script based on a chapter from a book. In Maths, they focused on related facts in multiplication and 
division, strengthening their number fluency and reasoning. 

Science brought exciting discoveries about how sound travels, while in Geography the children investi-
gated the fascinating journey of rainfall and where all the rain goes. A highlight of the week was a 
wonderful visit from author Steve Williams, who led an interactive assembly followed by an inspiring 
book signing. 

A busy, thoughtful and creative week all round! 

 

Year 5: In Year Five this week, the class created a poster based on Jesus' revolutionary teachings in 

the Sermon on the Mount. They looked more closely at the beatitudes set out in these teachings and 
created their own storyboard based on one of the beatitudes. In English, the class used their 
knowledge of the Guided Reading text, Alex Rider, to form the whole class guided write. They have 
been learning a new sentence type; 'outside (Inside) sentences' and have also been doing their best to 
include this in their writing. In Maths, the children used long multiplication to multiply 4 digit numbers 
by 2 digit numbers. This took a lot of concentration and quick recall of times tables. They were relieved 
when the division methods came that required less thinking time. Everyone has worked so hard on 
their Maths this week - well done children. RSE and Citizenship focused on 'body image' and the effect 
of the media and others peoples views on how society think they should behave and present them-
selves. Art was a fun and messy lesson with continuing learning on Art Installations. Thank you for 
sending in cardboard boxes. The children made their own mini art installation based on the focus artist 
Cai Guo-Qiang.   

 

 

 

 



The Week That Was—KS2 

 

Year 6: Year 6 have had a productive week across all subjects. In RE, the children explored two mira-

cles from the Gospel of John: the healing of the official’s son and the healing of the man at Bethesda. 
By examining the scripture closely, they discussed what John is teaching us about Jesus, focusing on 
themes of faith, authority and compassion. Our Geography lesson, continued our learning about min-
erals, investigating where they come from, how they are used and why sustainable use is so im-
portant. The children enjoyed linking different minerals to everyday objects and considering how we 
can protect natural resources. In Science, the children explored the advantages and disadvantages of 
inheritance. They learned how inherited traits can influence survival and how farmers use selective 
breeding to develop crops and animals with useful characteristics. In our English lessons, the children 
began their Big Writes, working on balanced arguments and learning to present different viewpoints 
clearly and fairly. The children thoroughly enjoyed our author visit - I hope our budding authors have 
been inspired to share their talents with us all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Author Visit 

 

This week we were thrilled to welcome author Steve Williams into St Cuthbert's for an energetic and 
inspiring visit. The children took part in interactive discussions about storytelling, explored word 
searches linked to his books, and learned what it really takes to become a writer. Steve’s enthusiasm 
filled the room, sparking curiosity and creating a real buzz for reading. His visit left our pupils excited, 
motivated, and eager to dive into new stories.  

  

Quotes from the children: 

"It was amazing!"  

"Steve was so much fun. I loved the minions in the PowerPoint." 

"It was so much fun!" 

"Can we do it again?! It was so funny!" 

"It made me think about words and how to use them." 

"Steve taught us a lot about books and how long it takes to write a book." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Reminders  

 

Morning Drop Off: 8:40am -  8:50am. The school gates are locked at 8:50am, any children arriving after 

this time should enter via the main school office and will be marked as late.   

 

Afternoon Collection: 3:20pm. Any children not collected by 3:25pm will be taken to the office by their 

class teacher. Phone calls will then be made and children will be placed into after school club (charged 

at £14 per day).  

 

Lost Property: please ensure all of your child’s belongings are named. Any unclaimed items will be 

placed in the lost property basket, located in the office. Please look through this at morning drop-off or 

afternoon collection. Anything unclaimed by the February half term will be donated.  

 

Innovate: please continue to order your child’s lunches directly through Innovate. All queries should be 

made directly with them (primary@impactfood.co.uk / 0204 542 7211).  

 

Breakfast & After School Club: bookings to be made by parents via Scopay. Please remember, you have 

until Midnight the day before to cancel otherwise full charges apply. It is the responsibility of parents to 

cancel bookings.  

 

 



 

Reminders  

 

Communication: please ensure you are following the below communication flow chart 

 

 



Attendance Update from Surrey 
 
If you consider that there are exceptional circumstances relating to your request, please let the school 

have full details. Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis.  

 
Penalty Notices to Address Poor Attendance at School 
 

A Penalty Notice may be issued as an alternative to the prosecution of a parent/carer for their child’s 

unauthorised absence from school (absence without the agreement of the school or not covered by a 

medical note) and will be used by Surrey County Council in the following circumstances :- 

 

1. Pupils identified by police and Attendance Advice Officers (formerly Inclusion  Officers) engaged on 
Truancy Patrols and who have incurred unauthorised absences.  

 
2. Leave of absence in term time (5 days or 10 sessions or more).  

 

Please be aware that the School Attendance (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2024 
state that Headteachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there 
are exceptional circumstances.  

 

They may request that Surrey County Council issue Penalty Notices when the absence is not au-
thorised.  

 
Warnings will not be given where it can be shown that parents have been notified that such absences 
will not be authorised. 
 

3. Finally, the issuing of a Penalty Notice will also be considered where it is judged that a parent is fail-

ing to ensure their child's regular school attendance.  

 

This will be considered when a pupil has incurred 10 or more unauthorised sessions in the previous 10 

school weeks, which may include a pupil arriving late after close of registration.  

 

If you believe at any stage that your child’s absence from school may leave you liable to receive a Pen-

alty Notice, it is extremely important that you act without delay to secure their regular attendance.   

 

If you have any questions or require further support to achieve an improvement in your child’s attend-

ance, please contact your child’s school or the Attendance Advice Officer.  

 

 



Attendance Update from Surrey 
Penalty Notice relating to Exclusions 
 

If a child is excluded from school, Section 103 of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 places a duty 

on parents/carers to ensure that their child is not in a public place without justifiable cause during 

school hours.   

This duty applies to the first five days of each exclusion.  Failure to do so will render the parent/carer 

liable to a Penalty Notice. (Alternative education provision will be made available from the sixth day of 

any exclusion.) 

 

Amount Payable for a Penalty Notice and Consequences for repeat uauthorised absences 

 

1. If you have not incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children in a rolling 3 year period 

since 19 August 2024, then the penalty notice will be charged at the rate of £160.00, per parent/carer 

per child, if paid within 28 days. This will be reduced to £80.00 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the 

notice. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County Council considering legal proceed-

ings against you in the Magistrates Court. 

 

2. If you have incurred a penalty notice relating to this child/children since 19 August 2024, the roll-

ing 3 year period will be activated from the date of the first penalty notice and the second penalty no-

tice will be charged at the flat rate of £160.00, per parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days. There 

will be no reduction for payment within 21 days. Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey 

County Council considering legal proceedings against you in the Magistrates Court. 

 

3. If you have incurred 2 penalty notices relating to this child/children in the rolling 3 year period 

since the first penalty notice was issued, then you will NOT receive a third penalty notice – Surrey 

County Council will have no option but to consider a prosecution, per parent/carer per child, in the 

Magistrates Court under s 444 Education Act 1996. 

 

Surrey County Council is not responsible for authorising pupil absence and therefore cannot with-

draw any Penalty Notice requests without the written permission of the Headteacher. 

 

Advice and support is available from an Attendance Advice Officer by contacting Surrey Attendance 

Service as follows :- 

North West -     Tel: 01483 518130    South West     -    Tel: 01483 517874 

North East -     Tel: 01372 833588    South East       -     Tel: 01737 737777 

 



Parish Newsletter  

 

 

 

Please follow the below link to our Parish newsletter for Mass timings, events and other information. 

 

The Parish of St Cuthbert, Egham | One Parish Family, Em-
bracing Change  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canon Chris Spain Contact Details 
Please kindly phone Canon Chris on 01784 434280 before emailing 

(egham@abdiocese.org.uk) 

 

 

 

https://poegham.wordpress.com/
https://poegham.wordpress.com/


 

Prayer and Liturgy: Loving Jesus - Ten Ten Resources 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/   



 

Prayer and Liturgy: Loving Jesus - Ten Ten Resources 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/  



 

Religious Education 

 
 Ordinary Time: 

 

As the season of Christmas has now drawn to a close, ordinary time begins. In the Church calendar this 

is a time for Christians to grown and mature in their faith. Altars are adorned in green to show how and 

growth. It is a time to focus on doing our best every single day, not just on the big holidays such as 

Christmas and Easter.  

 

Galilee to Jerusalem Unit of Learning: 

All year groups are embarking on their new unit of learning in RE 'Galilee to Jerusalem.' This unit mirrors 

the season of Ordinary Time and looks at stories about Jesus ranging from the wise men visiting him in 

the stable, being Baptised in the River Jordan, his sermon on the mount as well as what this looks like in 

the form of the seven sacraments.  



 

Diary Dates Spring Term 1 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Class Assembly Thursday, 22nd January 2026 9am parents wel-

come  

Careers Week Monday, 26th – Friday, 30th January 2026 

Panathlon (Invited children only) Monday, 26th January 2026 

EYFS & Year 1 Parent Workshop—Phonics Wednesday, 28th January 2026 

Careers Week—Children Dress Up Friday, 30th January 2026 

Year 6 Bikeability w/c Monday, 2nd February 2026 

Year 3 Trip to Eton Monday, 2nd February 2026 

Parents Evening (Face to Face) - booking details 

to be released next week  

Thursday, 5th February 2026 

NSPCC Number Day  Friday, 6th February 2026 

PTA K-Pop Disco  Friday, 6th February 2026 

Year 4 Class Assembly Thursday, 12th February 2026 9am parents 

welcome  

Children’s Mental  Week w/c Monday, 9th February 2026 

Safer Internet Day Tuesday, 10th February 2026 

Year 3 Feet First Walking Training (Parents to 

book directly with Surrey County Council) 

Friday, 13th February 2026  

(10:00-11:50am on the playground) 

Half Term  Monday, 16th—Friday, 20th February 2026 



 

School Lunches by Innovate 
Please place orders via the app. 

 

 

 

 



 

Sporting News 

 

Girls Football 

The girls football team kicked off the week (literally) with a football match vs Lyne and Longcross. The 

girls were so excited to have scored a goal and noted how much improved they had made since their 

last match. The result did not go their way and the final score was 3-1. As always though, the children's 

spirits remained high and they were gracious in their defeat.  

 

Boys Football  

On Wednesday, the boys faced Cleves in a tournament style competition. Cleves travelled to St. Cuth-

berts and were faced with 5 small teams, with the children in mixed age and ability groupings. The tour-

nament wad efficiently run by our volunteer coaches, Mr Gray and Mr Sheridan. The boys enjoyed this 

style of match play and introduced them to a quicker pace, more time on the ball and a slight increase in 

time pressure to get the ball in the back of the net. The tournament was a success with Mr Smith from 

Cleves saying, 'We should do this again sometime!'  



 

Year 5/6 Girls Football  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Year 5 Boys Football  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Year 6 Boys Football  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Year 6 Netball  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Wake Up Wednesday: 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Parish, PTA, School and the Catenians 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Flyers: 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Flyers: 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Flyers: 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Flyers: 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


